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What is Apretude?
● Brand Name: Apretude

○ Generic: Cabotegravir 
● Indication: PrEP to reduce the risk of HIV 

infection
○ Ad u lt s  a n d  a d o le s c e n t s
○ Mu s t  h a ve  a  n e g a t ive  HIV t e s t  b e fo r e  u s e

● Glu t e a l in t r a m u s c u la r  (IM) in je c t io n
● Co n t r a in d ic a t io n s

○ Un kn o wn  HIV s t a t u s  o r  p o s it ive  HIV s t a t u s
○ His t o r y o f a lle r g ic  r e a c t io n  t o  

c a b o t e g r a vir
○ Co a d m in is t r a t io n  wit h  d r u g s  t h a t  c a n  

p r e ve n t  Ap r e t u d e fr o m  wo r kin g  



Apretude: Dosing Schedule
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Ma in t e n a n c e
One injection every 2 
months; 6 injections 

every year 

Single 600 -mg 3mL 
injection given 1 month 

apart for 2 
consecutive months on 
the last day of an oral 

lead -in if used or 
within 3 days

Optional: Start 1 -
month of oral 

cabotegravir 30mg to 
assess tolerability 

InitiationPrior to Initiation



Missed Doses: Planned  

• Oral cabotegravir 30 mg fo r  2 m o n th s  t o  
r e p la c e  1 m is s e d  in je c t io n  

• Re p e a t  Ap re tu d e o n  th e  la s t  d a y o f o r a l 
t h e r a p y o r  with in  3 d a ys  

• O ra l PrEP g re a t e r  t h a n  2 m o n th s : An  
a lt e rn a t ive  o r a l r e g im e n  is  

r e c o m m e n d e d  



Missed Doses: Unplanned  



• Apretude can remain up to 12 months or 
longer after the last injection

• Half life elimination: 5.6 -11.5 weeks

How long does Apretude
stay in the body?



Drug Interactions

An t ic o n vu ls a n t s

• Carbamazepine, 
Oxcarbazepine, 
Phenobarbital, 

Phenytoin
• Avoid 

Combination

• Rifa m p in , 
Rifa p e n t in e

• Avoid 
Combination

• Rifa b u t in
• Ca n  u s e  
c o n c u r r e n t ly, 

in c r e a s e d  d o s in g  
fr e q u e n c y fo r  

Ap r e t u d e

An t im yc o b a c t e r ia ls An t im yc o b a c t e r ia ls



Apretude Ad ve rs e  Effe c t s
• Common side effects

• Inject site reactions 
• Diarrhea
• Headache
• Pyrexia
• Fatigue

• Hepatoxicity
• Monitoring: Liver function 

tests
• Monitor

• Depressive symptoms
• Hypersensitivity reactions
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What is Cabenuva?

● Brand Name: Cabenuva
○ Generic: Cabotegravir and Rilpivirine

● Indication: Treatment of HIV -1 infection
○ Ca n  b e  u s e d  in  a d u lt s  a n d  a d o le s c e n t s

● Lo n g -Ac t in g  In je c t a b le  
○ Glu t e a l in t r a m u s c u la r  (IM) in je c t io n

● Co n t r a in d ic a t io n s
○ His t o r y o f a lle r g ic  r e a c t io n  t o  

c a b o t e g r a vir  o r  r ilp ivir in e
○ Co a d m in is t r a t io n  wit h  d r u g s  t h a t  c a n  

p r e ve n t  Ca b e n u va fr o m  wo r kin g  



Cabenuva: Dosing Schedule
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Ma in t e n a n c e
• Monthly: Cabenuva

400mg -600mg 
injection

• Every 2 months:
Cabenuva 600mg -

900mg injection

Cabenuva 600mg -
900mg injection on the 

last day of current 
antiretroviral therapy 

or oral lead -in
Note: 2 consecutive 

months of initiation for 
every 2 months dosing

Optional: 1-month of 
oral cabotegravir 

30mg and rilpivirine
25mg, taken with a 

meal; used to assess 
tolerability

InitiationPrior to Initiation



Missed Doses: Planned  

• Oral: Cabotegravir 30mg and rilpivirine
25mg once daily 

• Up to 2 months to replace missed 
injection visits

• For durations greater than 2 months, an 
alternative oral regimen is 

recommended



Missed Dose: Unplanned 
Mo n t h ly



Missed Dose: Unplanned 
Eve ry  2  Mo n t h s



• Cabenuva can remain in the body for up 
to 12 months or longer 

• Half -life elimination - Cabotegravir: 5.6 -11.5 
weeks, Rilpivirine : 13 to 28 weeks

How long does Cabenuva
stay in the body?



Drug Interactions

An t ic o n vu ls a n t s

• Carbamazepine, 
Oxcarbazepine, 
Phenobarbital, 

Phenytoin
• Avoid 

Combination

• Rifa m p in , 
Rifa p e n t in e

• Rifa b u t in
• Avoid 

Combination

• De xa m e t h a s o n e  
(m o r e  t h a n  o n e  

s in g le  d o s e )
• St  J o h n ’s  Wo r t

• Avoid 
Combination

An t im yc o b a c t e r ia ls Glu c o c o r t ic o id  & 
He rb a ls



Cabenuva Ad ve rs e  Effe c t s
• Common side effects rilvipirine

• Inject site reactions
• Dyspnea
• Bronchospasm
• Agitation

• Hepatoxicity
• Monitoring: Liver function tests

• Monitor
• Depressive symptoms
• Hypersensitivity reactions



In Clinical Trials
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• Generic name: Lenacapivir
• Indication: Treatment of HIV -1 in pts with multi -

drug resistance 
• FDA Approved in December 2022

• After starting dose, Sunlenca is given 
subcutaneous (SQ) injection every 6 months 

• Le n a c a p ivir is  in  c lin ic a l t r ia l in  Eu ro p e  t o  t e s t  
t h e  e ffic a c y in  HIV PrEP

Sunlenca



• Generic name: Ibaluzimab , monoclonal 
antibody

• Indication: Treatment of HIV -1 in pts with multi -
drug resistance 

• Currently in Phase 3 trial
• Long -acting IM injection

Trogarzo



CREDITS: This presentation template was created 
b y Slidesgo , a n d  in c lu d e s  ic o n s  b y Flaticon a n d  

in fo g r a p h ic s  & im a g e s  b y Freepik

Thank 
You!

DO YOU HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS?

ghada.ayad@albertsons.com

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


RESOURCES
1. Home | APRETUDE (cabotegravir 200 

mg/mL) Official HCP Website 
(apretudehcp.com)

2. Home | CABENUVA Official HCP Website 
(cabenuvahcp.com)

3. Lexicomp
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https://apretudehcp.com/
https://apretudehcp.com/
https://apretudehcp.com/
https://cabenuvahcp.com/
https://cabenuvahcp.com/
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